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News from Falvey
Six seniors honored as
Falvey Scholars:
“Work of inspiring
intellectual quality”
Six seniors, all Honors Program students, presented
their thesis research to the Villanova University
community in the Falvey first floor lounge on May 2.
The 2008 Falvey Scholars are Nicholas Hollon, Angela
S. Allan, Oksana Ogloblinsky, Kelly Mimnaugh, Ryan P.
Flynn and Stephanie Trotta.
Six years ago the Falvey Scholars program was initiated
by Joe Lucia, University librarian. According to Lucia,
“One of the library’s main goals is to recognize and reward
exceptional undergraduate research while also involving
undergraduate students more directly in the library’s
program of intellectual outreach. It is an enormous
pleasure for me personally to host this event each spring.
The intellectual quality of the work being done by our
best students is exciting and inspiring.”
Students were introduced by their faculty advisors,
thesis second readers or by Edwin Goff, Ph.D.,
associate dean for the Honors Program
and Undergraduate Grants and Awards.
After completing their presentations
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and fielding questions from the audience, the Falvey
Scholars received framed certificates recognizing their
achievements.
The scholars’ research topics were varied, covering
astronomy, literature, philosophy and economics. Hollon,
introduced by his advisor, Edward Guinan, Ph.D.,
presented “Artificial Intelligence in Astrophysics: Using
Neural Networks for Variable Star Classification,” the first
astronomy thesis in Honors.
Allan, advised by Jean Lutes, Ph.D., was introduced
by her second reader, Marylu Hill, Ph.D., and spoke on
“Respons(e)bilities: Katherine Mansfield, D. H. Lawrence,
and the Great War.”
Advised by Walter Brogan, Ph.D., Ogloblinsky was
introduced by her second reader, John Carvalho, Ph.D.
She presented her research on “Aristotle’s Theory of
Happiness in the Contemporary Community.”
Mimnaugh’s project was “Breaking the Silence: The
Voice of the Woman Beat Writer in Joyce Johnson’s Minor
Characters.” Her advisor was Dr. Lutes, and she was
introduced by Dr. Goff.
Advised by Maria Toyoda, Ph.D., Flynn was introduced
by Dr. Goff and then by Kishor Thanawala, Ph.D., who
announced that Flynn had been awarded the department
of economics’ best paper prize for his essay, “Modernization
and Nationalism: Economic Policy in China’s Ethnic
Autonomous Regions.”
The final presenter, Trotta, spoke on “Maximizing the
Potential of Microfinance: The Triple Bottom Line and
Poverty Alleviation.” Her advisor was Dr. Thanawala.
Each Falvey Scholar’s thesis will be digitized and added
to the Villanova Digital Library.
Seniors in the Honors Program presented their theses
in a series of Honors colloquia during the spring semester,
and from these, a committee composed of Dr. Goff,
Karima Bouchenafa, associate director, Honors, and Jane
Morris, director of the Office of Undergraduate Grants
and Awards, made the selections, with advisement from
Lucia and Darren Poley, Outreach librarian. Falvey’s
Joanne Quinn designed the award certificate.
Poley noted that, although the current Scholars were
from the Honors Program, “since there are capstone
projects in every college, we hope to scale out the program
to be more inclusive.”
Contributed by Alice Bampton
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Director’s Watch: Light
My Fire: Some Thoughts
on the Amazon Kindle
Paperless? Not Yet.
Thirty years ago, F.W.
Lancaster
predicted
the
emergence
of
what
he
memorably called “the paperless
society.” Though Lancaster’s
vision has resisted easy
realization, his view represented
a prescient understanding of
the power of networked digital
information systems to liberate
vast amounts of content from
physical carriers.
In the intervening decades
Joe Lucia
since Lancaster’s prediction,
University Librarian
we have seen a massive
transformation of the
information environment to the extent that now more
reading probably takes place on computer screens
than on paper. Library collections have incorporated
an enormous variety of digital resources – e-journals,
e-books, textual databases, to name a few. In fact, in the
past year Falvey added 200,000 electronic book titles, in
the form of large retrospective historical collections, to
its library holdings.
Yet something about reading on computer screens has
remained profoundly unsatisfactory for any material that
requires sustained absorption and critical engagement.
Otherwise, how can we account for the persistence of
physical books or for the fact that millions of pages are
printed every year on our campus to render the screenreadable digital materials licensed through the Library
more comfortably readable?
Most faculty, and even students, will tell you that they
prefer to read lengthy texts from paper. I am still uncertain
myself if that general preference reflects some physical
shortcoming of current display technology causing
optical or mental fatigue or if it’s a byproduct of reading
practices with physical paper (such as browsing, skipping
around, comparing passages or perusing several books at
once) that screens haven’t yet been able to supplant.

We’re Getting Closer
Whatever the explanation, the persistence of paper as
the most satisfactory medium for sustained engagement
with texts has slowed the emergence of a viable e-book
reader technology with the potential to replace bound
physical volumes with an electronic display device. Since
Continued on page 8
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Discover the Wissahickon
in the Digital Library
The Wissahickon Valley, 1250 acres of thick woods
along the Wissahickon Creek in northwest Philadelphia,
is a civic treasure and possibly Philadelphia’s greatest asset.
The sights and spaces of this vast and beautiful wilderness,
crisscrossed by numerous trails and dotted with the stone
ruins of a previous era, hint at a rich and fascinating history
of which I was only dimly aware until, while recently
perusing the Pennsylvaniana Collection in the Villanova
University Digital Library, I discovered The Wissahickon.
This 81-page volume, published in 1922 by the
Garden Club of Philadelphia and freely available on
the Digital Library web site, has equipped me with an
intimate knowledge of the valley and greatly enriched my
subsequent Wissahickon experiences.
Several descriptions of peculiar things I had seen in the
valley highlighted for me the Wissahickon’s place in the
history of the Philadelphia region. I had once marveled
at a man-made stone hovel in a hollow above Lincoln
Drive; it turns out that this was the hermitage of the 18th
century mystic John Kelpius, whose story is told in the
pages of this book.
The many decaying stone dams, walls and other structures
throughout the valley are the remnants of a 19th century
boomtown driven by numerous mills, including the now
famous Rittenhouse Mill, the first paper mill in America.
After the Fairmount Park Commission acquired it in the
1870s, the valley was allowed to revert to wilderness.
Also described in detail in The Wissahickon are several
episodes of national historical interest, such as the
Wissahickon’s role in the Battle of Germantown, as
related by Revolutionary War General John Armstrong of
the Pennsylvania Militia. This book brings the valley alive
with countless anecdotes, from Washington once dining
at what became the Valley Green Inn, to Franklin allegedly
burying a quantity of French wine at the Livezey House
during the British occupation of Philadelphia.
Most of the walking routes, bridges, statues and other
sites mentioned still stand today as they did in 1922,
and the included maps, covering the entire run of the
Wissahickon Creek from the northern edge of Philadelphia
to its mouth at the Schuylkill River by East Falls, provide
excellent guidance for exploration in the present.
Once, after looking over these maps and noticing a
crossing called the Rex Bridge, I ventured toward the
indicated area and was delighted to find the dirt path
transform into an ornate old stone bridge and then continue
under a stone arch and up a twisting flight of stone steps
to the Indian Rock, one of the many monuments erected
over the centuries on hilltops and in hollows throughout
the valley.
From the detailed descriptions of trees and other flora to

the revelatory mentions of outdated public transit routes,
such as the Pennsylvania Railroad (now the SEPTA R8)
and the Reading Railroad (now the R6), this is a trip to
the Digital Library worth taking. Visit the Pennsylvaniana
Collection, and then visit the Wissahickon Valley, “a
possession unique within city limits in the world.”
The Digital Library can be accessed online at
http://digital.library.villanova.edu
Contributed by Stephen Spatz; images from The Wissahickon in
the Digital Library

To our readers:
News From Falvey features events, exhibits, services, people
news, trends, innovations and other activities at Falvey
Memorial Library. We hope you enjoy the publication and
welcome your comments and suggestions.
The online newsletter, Compass: New Directions at Falvey can
be found at

newsletter.library.villanova.edu
Judith Olsen, editor
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Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals
indexes 700 architectural journals,
scholarly and popular, published in
the United States and internationally
since 1741. You can find references for
city planning, interior design, historic
preservation, archaeology and other
subjects. The index also includes 13,000
obituary citations for architects from 1876
to the present.
Index of Christian Art is the largest
database of medieval art in existence, with
records for 23,000 works of art dating
from early apostolic times to A.D. 1400.
The database also includes 17 different
media including manuscripts, metalwork,
sculpture, painting and glass. A full-text
description accompanies each work, in
addition to metadata such as location,
ownership, date, school and style.
AP (Associated Press) Images contains
over 100,000 maps, graphs, charts, logos,
flags and illustrations, as well as audio
files. Black and white photos from as far
back as the beginning of the 20th century
give a visual impression of historical
events and people. Under the license
agreement students and faculty can use all
images in the archive for non-commercial,
teaching-related purposes.
Global New Product Development
(GNPD), from Mintel, is a multimedia
database of global new product
introductions, indispensible for marketing
management and international market
analysis projects. Each record includes
a picture of the product, a product
description, price, distribution channels,
ingredients and positioning claims. By
doing a trend analysis on your data set,
you can discern where the market is going
and who’s taking it there.
Mintel Reports complements
MarketResearch.com, MarketLine
(Datamonitor) and Global Market
Information Database (Euromonitor)
reports by providing greater international
coverage and currency. Consumer goods
and services such as food, clothing,
electronics, personal finances, travel,
and health are categories of exceptional
depth. Each report includes sections on
the competitive landscape, market drivers,
market segmentation, brand analysis,
distribution channels, advertising and
promotion and innovators.

New & Notable Resources
The Making of the Modern World: 1450 to 1850
The online resource, the
Making of the Modern
World, provides a remarkable
opportunity to view the
images and artifacts from the
early modern world to the
Industrial Revolution relating
to commerce, finance, social
conditions, politics, trade and
transport.
Digital facsimile images
from the rich collections of
the Goldsmiths Library of the
University of London and the
Baker Library of the Harvard
Business School enable full-text
searching of these 61,000 works,
giving researchers unparalleled
access to the vast collections.
The giants of economic
thought, such as Adam Smith
and Karl Marx, are well
represented, but the reader will
also find a wealth of ephemera,
such as Martin Luther’s 1520
sermon on usury.
The Making of the Modern
World includes a digitized copy
of the original German edition of Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto, published
in London in 1848, alongside the writings of his contemporary Etienne Cabet,
from whom Marx may have borrowed the word “communist.”
Economic topics are well covered. A good example is the South Sea Bubble,
the speculative frenzy that swept across Europe in the early eighteenth century.
A subject search for South Sea Company returns 433 titles. The reader soon
discovers that the South Sea Company did most of its business in the Atlantic
slave trade.
The Making of the Modern World can be a valuable resource for researchers
interested in the slave trade or the abolition movement. A subject search for
“antislavery movements,” “abolitionists” or “slavery” retrieves works by well
known historical figures such as Angelina Grimke, Harriet Martineau and
Anthony Benezet.
Pamphlets and broadsides add to the appeal of the collection. Price lists and
catalogs ranging from the wine prices set by King Charles II to the 1841 catalog
of the Cast-iron Hollow-ware Foundry in Philadelphia can be found.
Until recently, consulting these collections outside the walls of the Goldsmiths
and Baker libraries was possible only by visiting a large research library holding
the Goldsmiths-Kress Library of Economic Literature microfilm set. Now you
can access it on your desktop via the Falvey home page.
Contributed by Jutta Seibert. Image from Free Society of Traders in Pennsylvania, “The
articles, settlement and offices of the Free Society of Traders in Pennsylvania, agreed
upon by divers merchants and others ... ” London, 1682.
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2008 Falvey Scholars
Angela S. Allan
“Respons(e)bilities:
Katherine Mansfield, D. H.
Lawrence, and the Great
War”

Nicholas Hollon

Interlibrary Loan goes global
Many know that interlibrary loan (ILL) can easily
retrieve articles and books from local institutions such
as Drexel and Penn, but may be unaware that Falvey
Memorial Library participates in significant international
exchange as well.
In fact, Falvey has fostered a global reputation for being
a generous lender of our collection. This lending aspect
of ILL is not something the typical Villanova student or
scholar may think about, but it contributes significantly
to facilitating the retrieval of items, whether common
or obscure, that they request themselves. Each week
Falvey fills hundreds of requests for journal articles and
books for libraries around the world, including repeat
customers from universities in Australia, Italy, Guam and
Hong Kong.
“There’s no particular area (of our collection) that is
borrowed more frequently by international universities,”
says Ann Stango, interlibrary loan lending specialist. “It’s
more a general representation of journals and books,
and particularly photocopies from our journals.” This
goodwill effort then benefits Falvey's own borrowers,
particularly when they need obscure materials. Common
knowledge exists in the ILL world about who the “good
guys” are – namely, those whose turnaround time is quick,
whose fulfillment is accurate and whose collections are
extensive.
It is this revolving-door effect that makes ILL tick,
complementing Villanova user borrowing. “Thanks in
particular to research librarians Susan Ottignon and
Barbara Quintiliano who translate many of our (foreign
language) requests, we are able to communicate and
exchange with European libraries,” says Joanne Quinn,
borrowing specialist. “I wonder sometimes whether
patrons realize how many miles their book has traveled
and how many seas it has crossed to reach their hands.”

“Artificial Intelligence in
Astrophysics: Using Neural
Networks for Variable Star
Classification”

Stephanie Trotta
“Maximizing the Potential
of Microfinance: The Triple
Bottom Line and Poverty
Alleviation”

Kelly Mimnaugh
“Breaking the Silence: The
Voice of the Woman Beat
Writer in Joyce Johnson’s
Minor Characters”

Oksana Ogloblinsky
“Aristotle’s Theory
of Happiness in the
Contemporary Community”

Ryan P. Flynn
“Modernization and
Nationalism: Economic
Policy in China’s Ethnic
Autonomous Regions”

Contributed by Ann Stango and Joanne Quinn
Photographs by Laura Hutelmyer and Natalie Tomasco
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Featured Events
Connecting everyday life and iconic historical
events
Paul Steege, associate professor of history,
discussed his new book, Black Market, Cold
War: Everyday Life in Berlin, 1946-1949,
11
FEB
(Cambridge, 2007) on Feb. 11 as part of
the Scholarship @ Villanova series.
In his book, Dr. Steege explores how
ordinary Berliners shaped political developments in postwar Berlin from 1946-1949, highlighting the connections
between everyday life and iconic historical events.
The historical event at the core of Black Market, Cold
War is the Berlin blockade and events leading up to it.
Today the blockade is often portrayed as a turning point
when cooperation between the Allied Forces broke
down, and Berlin changed from a city divided into four
sectors into one defined by eastern and western zones of
influence.
According to Dr. Steege, Berliners would not have
survived the blockade if they had been the passive
recipients of American aid as they are often portrayed.
Instead, Berliners were active agents whose survival
strategies not only shaped their own destiny but also
shaped the Cold War. The Cold War was as much the
result of Russian-German daily encounters after the fall
of Berlin as it was the result of international politics.
~ Jutta Seibert

Connecting everyday life and iconic historical
events
Darlene Clark Hine, Ph.D, professor of
African American studies and history at
19
Northwestern University, spoke about
FEB
her new project, “Rehearsal for Freedom:
South Carolina Women and Social Struggle
before Brown,” as part of Black History
Month on Feb. 19. This special event was sponsored by
Africana Studies and Falvey Memorial Library.
For years, Dr. Hine has done extensive research on
three women, Martha Schofield, Dr. Matilda A. Evans
and Maude Callen.
Martha Schofield, the only white woman of the three,
started the Schofield Normal and Industrial School in
1868 in Aiken (S.C.) and formulated a curriculum that
offered both academic and technical training for newly
emancipated African Americans.
Matilda A. Evans, a student of Schofield’s, was the
first licensed black woman physician in South Carolina.
She treated both black and white patients, and, in 1901,
founded the Taylor Lane Hospital, Columbia’s first black
hospital.
Maude Callen received her education from Florida
A&M University and set up practice in Pineville (S.C.)

in 1923 as a nurse and midwife at a time when health
reformers considered midwives incompetent. Callen
treated anyone who came to her and also began training
other women to be midwives. In 1950, due to Callen’s
diligence and dedication, the improvement in the health
of Pineville’s residents contributed to South Carolina
becoming a health model for the nation.
Each of these women made unique and significant
contributions to the people of South Carolina after the
collapse of Reconstruction in 1877 up until the 1954
Brown v. Board of Education decision. ~ Laura Hutelmyer
Falvey unveils new projects at gala
dinner

01

On March 1, Villanova University
President Rev. Peter Donohue, O.S.A.,
Vice President for Academic Affairs John
Johannes, Rev. Kail Ellis, O.S.A., dean
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University
Librarian Joe Lucia and a host of other prominent
administrative heads and librarians gathered to celebrate
the unveiling of two new library projects. The Digital
Library’s Community Bibliography and its companion
database, the Faculty Fulltext collection, will document
and display the creative output of the Villanova University
community, as well as provide a detailed record of the
institution’s scholarly heritage. University affiliates are
encouraged to submit a list of publications along with
any full-text documents for inclusion in the collections.
MAR

~ Stephen Spatz

Living large: Tackling the life and thought of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
On March 12, Lori Ginzberg, Ph.D.,
professor of history and women’s studies
12
at Penn State University, spoke in the first
MAR
floor lounge of Falvey Memorial Library
about her forthcoming book, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton: An American Life. The
Villanova University’s Women’s Studies program invited
Dr. Ginzberg on campus to mark this year’s Women’s
History Month.
Dr. Ginzberg’s new biography will focus on Stanton’s
seemingly contradictory political choices, racism, antiSemitism and elitism. Although Stanton originally
supported universal suffrage and the anti-slavery
movement, she later withdrew her support for AfricanAmerican rights in favor of women’s suffrage. Dr.
Ginzberg’s lecture explored the reasons behind Stanton’s
choices. ~ Jutta Seibert
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Richard Spinello and a “bold Christian
humanism”: John Paul II Legacy Lecture

Scholarship @ Villanova presents Paul Pasles
on Benjamin Franklin

At the third annual Pope John Paul
II legacy lecture, Richard A. Spinello
02 presented “John Paul II and the Rescue of
APR
Humanism,” on April 2, the anniversary of
the late pope’s death. Dr. Spinello, author
of The Genius of John Paul II: The Great
Pope’s Moral Wisdom (Sheed & Ward, 2007), discussed
Karol Wojtyla as a student and priest in Poland during
the Nazi and Communist eras and talked about Wojtyla’s
philosophy and its critical influences. He also referred
to the pope’s seminal work, The Acting Person, and the
Christian humanism that found expression during his
papacy, particularly in his first encyclical, Redemptor
hominis.
Dr. Spinello maintained that John Paul II “laid out
a grand vision in response to the problems of the last
century,” in that John Paul was reacting to the humanism,
or rather the “anti-humanism” of Nietzsche, Marx and
Sartre. For John Paul, existential humanism has merit, but
is anti-metaphysical, and, therefore, has fundamentally
“different anthropologies” from Christianity.
An associate research professor in the operations,
information and strategic management department in
the Carroll School of Management at Boston College,
Dr. Spinello also serves as ethics program director at
the Carroll School. He is renowned for his work on
cyberethics. ~ Darren G. Poley

Paul C. Pasles, Ph.D., associate professor of
mathematical sciences, spoke on April 17
17 about his recent book, Benjamin Franklin’s
APR
Numbers: An Unsung Mathematical Odyssey
(Princeton UP, 2007). Unlike other
biographers’ portrayals, Dr. Pasles believes
Franklin to be a mathematical genius.
According to Dr. Pasles, Franklin was an early
demographer, evaluated options using what today would
be called utility theory and made economic arguments
against war and slavery.
Dr. Pasles’ talk focused on Franklin’s hobby of doodling
magic squares. Sudoku solutions are examples of magic
squares, but Dr. Pasles demonstrated that Franklin’s were
larger and much more complex. Although magic squares
commonly add up to the same number horizontally,
vertically and diagonally, Franklin preferred a bent
diagonal (a diagonal line that takes a 90 degree turn at
the center) to the traditional diagonal.
According to James Srodes of The Washington Times,
Benjamin Franklin’s Numbers “is an easy read for the
innumerate but also provides nourishment for those
skilled in the niceties of math.” ~ Alfred Fry

Outstanding Faculty Research Award recipient
Ahmad Hoorfar speaks at Falvey
Ahmad Hoorfar, Ph.D, professor of electrical and
computer engineering and winner of Villanova University’s
2007 Outstanding Faculty Research Award,
spoke on April 9 about using evolutionary
algorithms in engineering.
Engineers use these algorithms to find the
09
APR
optimal solution to mathematical equations
that represent design characteristics.
Dr. Hoorfar, who founded and directs
Villanova’s Antenna Research Laboratory, has used
evolutionary algorithms to determine the best design
for antennas used in NASA’s deep space communication
network. He is currently using evolutionary algorithms
on various projects, including through-wall microwave
imaging, which assist in firefighting and law enforcement.
Other researchers have used evolutionary algorithms to
optimize the timing of traffic signals.
Dr. Hoorfar has written over 150 peer-reviewed journal
articles, book chapters and conference papers and over 60
technical reports. ~ Alfred Fry

Third Annual Falvey Open Mic Poetry Reading
The open mic poetry reading on April
23, celebrating April as National Poetry
Month, featured Villanova University
23
APR
students, faculty and staff. Among the
student poets sharing their work, several
seniors read their poems: “Be,” by Conor
Lynch; “Stealing Blackberries,” by Brian Mehler; and
“Hands,” by Emily Schademan. These and the poems of
other senior poets could be seen on posters throughout
the library first floor. In addition to the student poets,
faculty and staff members Timothy Feeman, Ph.D.,
Marylu Hill, Ph.D., Lisa Sewell, Ph.D., and Judy Olsen
offered poems of their own.
The event was sponsored by the English department
and the Library.
On May 2, Dr. Sewell announced at the English
department awards ceremony that Brian Mehler was
selected 2008 Senior Class Poet. Vincent L. Johnson and
Conor Lynch were named 2008 Class Poet, Honorable
Mention. ~ Gerald Dierkes
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No exuse for plagiarism:
Introducing the Academic
Integrity Gateway
Craig Wheeland, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs, recently announced the creation of
the Academic Integrity Gateway, “a web site featuring
information about academic integrity and avoiding
plagiarism.”
Dr. Wheeland asked faculty to add the Academic
Integrity Gateway site to course syllabi and have students
take the interactive quiz which will test their knowledge
about plagiarism. Students were notified about the AI
Gateway via the University Wildcat newswire.
The Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs
and Falvey Memorial Library collaborated on the
Academic Integrity Gateway project, which began several
years ago after John Immerwahr, then Associate Vice
President for Academic Affairs, gave a presentation at a
Villanova Institute for Teaching and Learning (VITAL)
workshop about how the University dealt with infractions
of the academic integrity code.
In the audience was Darren Poley, a Falvey librarian,
who believed that it was “a glaring omission” that “the
Library was not mentioned by any of the professors,”
although students often consulted librarians about
documentation for papers.
Poley began working with Dr. Immerwahr, an ad hoc
committee of librarians, and staff members from the
Center for Instructional Technologies (CIT) to create an
online resource which ultimately became the Academic
Integrity Gateway launched recently.
The librarians gathered content, added links and
created self-grading quizzes, while the CIT staff handled
the technical development. According to Poley, Barbara
Quintiliano, instructional design librarian, “had a
particularly important role in building the Gateway.”
After Dr. Immerwahr left office in 2007, Poley contacted
new AVPAA Dr. Wheeland, who worked with him to
bring the Gateway to fruition.
The Academic Integrity Gateway contains important
links - to the University’s academic integrity code; to the
academic integrity policy; to sites for citation styles in
the humanities, history, social sciences and sciences; to
style guides; and to a group of sites with
academic integrity essentials.
The Gateway’s creators seek to
eliminate infractions of the code
by providing, as Dr. Wheeland
says, “a sanctioned place to
look for help.”
Contributed by
Alice Bampton

Director’s Watch: Kindle Continued from page 2

the mid-1990s, there has been a series of failed attempts
to develop and market such devices by companies large
and small, from Sony to start-up operations like iRex
Technologies.
Last year, Amazon.com entered the e-book reader
fray with its much ballyhooed Kindle. The launch of
the Kindle has been so successful that customers faced
waiting lists to obtain the device when it went on sale.
Many have been taken in by the hype surrounding the
Kindle, in part because of its scarcity, in part because
it exudes the Internet tech sexiness of an iPod, and in
part because it is a notably good attempt to produce a
satisfactory e-book reader.
I was able to acquire a Kindle myself and want to offer
here a more circumspect view of the device and its strengths
and shortcomings in relation to physical books.

A First Look
At first glance, the Kindle is an undeniably
snazzy little piece of tech candy. It’s sleek and
white with a grey screen, embodying many of
the design practices most readily associated
with Apple machines and gadgets like the
iMac and the iPhone.
Turn it on, and the monochromatic
display is crisp and readable in most
lighting conditions, including full
daylight, which is certainly not the case
for most portable computer screens.
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E-Ink, the technology behind the Kindle display, is a great
leap forward as an aid for extended reading sessions.
The Kindle is easy to view for long periods of time, and
it can comfortably be read both in bed under lamp light
and on the beach in bright sunlight. It features a small
keyboard below the display screen and employs cellular
wireless to connect you to the Amazon e-book storefront,
making it easy to search for, browse and purchase
newspapers, magazines and e-books. At this writing,
more than 145,000 titles are available for the Kindle.
But once the initial eye appeal wears off, some of the
device’s usability shortcomings become apparent. The
controls for moving forward and back through a book
are inconveniently placed, and it is easy to “turn” pages
inadvertently while holding the unit during reading.
The screen itself is rather small at approximately 3.5 by
5 inches, which means any graphical content that requires
a larger scale cannot be adequately displayed. The grayscale gradations the screen can present are also limited.
The actual experience of reading a book on the Kindle is,
however, quite satisfactory.
And some functions inherent in such a device trump
the experience of a physical book. Being able to use the
embedded New Oxford American Dictionary to look up
words while reading is a real boon, as is the ability to
search the Web using the wireless feature. It is simple
to add highlights and notes while reading, though these
features are a little less satisfactory because the mark-up
and commentary require several steps to complete and are
orphaned in the Kindle rather than being integrated into
a larger personal writing environment, such as a laptop.

The Kindle in Use
I’ve now read several books, Khaled Hosseini’s A
Thousand Splendid Suns and Jeffrey Sachs’ The End of
Poverty among them. Reading on a Kindle is undeniably
pleasant. The ability to resize the typeface means that
you can adjust the display to suit your eyesight. One
can get absorbed in a text and the device more or less
disappears.
Yet, for me, there is still something missing, and it’s not
merely the tactile satisfaction of handling paper. Instead,
it’s the tangibility of the book in three-dimensional space,
the way those bound pages are permeable simply by
flipping back and forth between chapters, from contents
page to index, from remembered passages to illustrations,
and for quick scanning and grazing. Though the Kindle
features a display bar that indicates the relative position
of any given page in a book, it fails to communicate the
size, complexity or interconnections within a text in any
substantive way.
I suspect that this response relates to the
“phenomenology” of the physical book and the
affordances of the specific technologies that deliver text.
The printed book enables certain practices and behaviors,
while the e-book facilitates its own distinctive practices
and behaviors.
One thing I am increasingly convinced of is the degree

to which the material carriers of discourse shape the
prospects and possibilities for thinking and discursive
engagement. Over time, devices like the Kindle will
change what we do when we read. For now, though, the
physical book enables forms of textual engagement that,
while not irreplaceable, are profoundly satisfying.

The Bottom Line
For the moment, here are a few concluding thoughts.
The Kindle clearly demonstrates that the e-book will
soon come of age. I actually want it to be better than it is.
I suspect that this is version 1.0 from Amazon and that we
will soon see 2.0, with real improvements. I would like a
touch screen for highlighting and annotation, rather than
the clunky interface as currently implemented, which
would provide a measure of the tactility I miss in relation
to physical books.
Also, I want longer battery life. Using the cellular
wireless service seems to suck the life out of the battery.
During the months I’ve had the Kindle, the battery has
run out in less than two hours more than once. No book
ever suffers that failing. Better battery performance is a
must for the e-book to achieve its potential as a preferred
technology for reading.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, I think the greatest appeal of
Kindle 1.0 is that it functions in many ways as an iPodlike device for textual content. It comes with an integrated
interface for searching, browsing and acquiring books
from the Amazon storefront.
It integrates seamlessly with one’s existing Amazon
account, and all of one’s preferences and prior Amazon
book purchases inform the Kindle shopping experience.
In addition, books purchased for the Kindle come at a
fixed price, most at $9.99 for any current title, emulating
the affordable unit pricing of content delivery scheme so
well exploited by Apple via iTunes.
Alas, the Kindle also seems to emulate some of the less
appealing aspects of the iTunes digital rights management
(DRM) regime in that content acquired for the Kindle
is more or less orphaned in the playback device rather
than being portable across all the potential reading and
playback environments at a user’s disposal. But, as with
the iPod, that may be a price many are willing to pay for
convenience, portability and simplicity of use.
In the end, I have to call the Kindle a qualified success
in its current form but also clearly a bellwether of things
to come as digital technology reshapes the nature of the
book.
Contributed by Joe Lucia; photograph by John Welsh;
Kindle illustration by Josh McKible (mckibillo.com)
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PEOPLE
“Information Literacy: Moving Beyond Wikipedia,”
written by Dr. Andrea L. Welker, associate professor, civil
and environmental engineering, and Barbara Quintiliano,
instructional services librarian, Falvey Memorial Library,
was presented by Dr. Welker at GeoCongress 2008,
held in New Orleans, March 9-12. GeoCongress is the
annual congress of the Geo-Institute of American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE). Dr. Welker and Quintiliano
incorporate research strategies into the College of
Engineering’s course, Geology for Engineers.

In December, Joe Lucia, University librarian, was re-elected
to his second term as president of the PALINET board.
PALINET is an organization of “hundreds of libraries,
information centers, museums, archives and other similar
organizations throughout Delaware, Maryland, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and beyond” which
promotes “library cooperation and resource sharing.”
Joe presented “From Open Stacks to Open Source:
Technology, Libraries and the Intellectual Commons” at
the VALE Next Generation Library Systems Symposium
at the College of New Jersey, Ewing, on March 12. VALE
is a consortium “to develop inter-institutional information
connectivity and collaborative library application projects
among New Jersey academic libraries.” Joe also spoke to
the annual meeting of the Associated College Libraries
of Central Pennsylvania in Grantsville (Pa.) on March
14. His topic was “The Purpose-driven Library: How to
Thrive in the Digital Age.”

Outreach librarian Darren G. Poley
was honored with a distinguished
service award by the American
Catholic Historical Society at their
annual Barry Awards dinner, and
he was recently elected recording
secretary of the ACHS. He currently
also serves as the chair of the academic
library section of the Catholic Library Association.

and formats of information sources and can they critically
evaluate information they retrieve from the general web?
Faculty and librarians can work together to educate
students about the Internet and library resources and to
help them understand the implications of their choices.

Bill Greene, access and information
specialist, continues to garner
educational degrees from Villanova
University. In December, Bill was
awarded a master of arts in liberal
studies and a Certificate in Great
Books from the University. After
earning his bachelor’s degree in
education in 1972 and a master’s in library science
in 1974, Bill began his career in 1975 as a periodicals
assistant in Falvey Memorial Library. He currently works
with interlibrary loan, periodicals and distance learning.

Three staff members of Falvey Memorial Library, Frances
(Mimi) DiLenge, Philip (Phil) Mairs, Roberta (Robbie)
Rosci and one recently retired member, Elizabeth (Lee)
Murphy, were honored by Villanova University for their
years of service. Long-time employees from all areas of
the University were recognized at a dinner on April 9.
Mimi, a member of the Academic Integration and the
Access and User Assistance teams, has been at Villanova
for fifteen years, as has Phil, a library assistant, who works
at the information desk and shelves books. Robbie, a
resource management specialist, was recognized for her
ten years of service.

On May 12, librarians Barbara Quintiliano and Jutta
Seibert participated in Villanova Institute for Teaching
and Learning’s (VITAL) Teaching and Learning Strategies
workshop. The title of their presentation was “Unrealistic
Expectations: What We Think Students Know About
Research,” which included a discussion of students’
research habits. Can students identify a variety of types
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Facultas Award to Domenick Liberato

It was story time in the Library as Villanova student Erica
Wenger read to young students from Cooke Elementary
School in Philadelphia on April 25. The Sophomore
Service Learning Community pairs student mentors with
elementary school children.

Christopher Barr, interface and
design specialist, contributed to
an exhibition called “Subversive
Complicity,” at The Lab in San
Francisco. The exhibition, developed
as part of the “Intervene! Interrupt!
Rethinking Art as Social Practice”
Festival, was hosted by the University of California, Santa
Cruz.

Christopher Barr and Andrew Nagy, technology
development specialist, gave presentations at Code4Lib,
a library technology conference for programmers and
technologists, Feb. 25-28, in Portland, (Ore). Chris
spoke on “Using a CSS Framework,” demonstrating how
a Cascading Style Sheets framework is utilized in VuFind,
an open source project developed by Andrew with Chris
designing the interface. Andrew’s presentation, “From
Idea to Open Source,” was a follow-up to his 2007 talk
about his research and initial investigations which led
to the creation of VuFind. This year Andrew discussed
architecture and design decisions that turned VuFind
into a viable open source project.

(from left) Dr. Cassel, Dr. Styer, Liberato, Dr. Gustafson,
Lucia and Dr. Chung

Lillian “Boots” Cassel, Ph.D., presented Domenick
Liberato, senior library and information specialist, with
the Facultas Award in a surprise meeting on April 1. This
award, given by the Committee on Faculty of the Faculty
Congress, recognizes exceptional support for the work
of the faculty by Villanova University staff members.
Other committee members, Robert Styer, Ph.D., Lowell
Gustafson, Ph.D., Q Chung, Ph.D., and Joe Lucia,
University librarian, also attended the presentation.
According to Lucia, “Domenick has long been a friend,
colleague and assistant to many of our faculty library users.
This is a well deserved honor that reflects his continuous
commitment to good service and his friendly, engaging
personality.”
Luisa Cywinski, one of Domenick’s supervisors, says, “I
wholeheartedly believe that Domenick’s foremost concern
is the satisfaction of our patrons’ information and service
needs.”
During the last decade, Falvey staff members Bente
Polites, Phylis Wright and the late Therese Dougherty
also received the Facultas Award.
Contributed by Alice Bampton and Judy Olsen; photograph by
Alice Bampton

Compiled by Alice Bampton, Sue Ottignon and Judy Olsen;
photographs by Alice Bampton and Laura Hutelmyer

11
Falvey Memorial Library

Peas, bees, gender & blue eyes
What could they have in common? Thanks to
Augustinian friar Gregor Johann Mendel, who studied
peas and bees in a monastery garden, we have the science
of genetics, which explores the variation of inherited
characteristics, such as gender and eye color.
2008 has been declared the “Year of Mendel” by
Villanova University to celebrate both his monumental
contribution to science and the 80th anniversary of the
Mendel Medal. Falvey Memorial Library brings to this
celebration a Special Collections exhibit entitled “Mendel
in Falvey.” The exhibit showcases, through manuscripts,
journal articles and books, some important writings on
heredity and genetics. The display also features a sketch
of Mendel’s garden and writings on his beekeeping and
meteorological studies.
Of special interest is a facsimile of the journal article
printed in 1866 on Mendel’s pea experiments. The paper,
“Experiments in Plant Hybridization,” was printed in the
Proceedings of the Natural Sciences Society of Brünn from
lectures given by Mendel in 1865. An original copy of
these proceedings was presented to Villanova University

by the Augustinians of the Province of Saint Thomas of
Villanova at the Mendel Medal Award ceremony in 1999.
This rare volume is one of the most important works in
Special Collections and will be on display during the
symposium “Mendel in the 21st Century,” September
21-23. The volume is generally available for consultation
in the Special Collections Room.
Nobel Prize winners James D. Watson and Francis
H. C. Crick are represented by a copy of their paper,
“Molecular Structure of Nucleic Acids,” published in an
April 1953 issue of Nature. The 2000 book, The Monk
in the Garden by Robin Marantz Henig, a good read for
non-scientists, and the 2006 book by Cheryl Bardoe,
Gregor Mendel: The Friar Who Grew Peas, an illustrated
book for children, highlight the importance of Mendel’s
contributions even after 150 years.
The display can be seen on Falvey Memorial Library ‘s
second floor until October 24, 2008.
Contributed by Natalie Tomasco
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